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1 . ON JULY 5, 1977 THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS SENT THE FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE TO THE THREE COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF IN EUROPE, THE 
PACIFIC AND SOUTHERN COMMAND AND AN IDENTICAL MEMORANDUM 
TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY: QUOTE 
THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE CLEAR THE COMMITMENT OF THIS GOVERN- 
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MENT TO THE SUPPORT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AS ENUNCIATED IN SUCH 
INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AS THE UN UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS. HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS ARE A KEY ELEMENT 
IN OUR NATIONAL POLICIES. AND IT IS IMPORTANT THAT OUR 
MILITARY PERSONNEL ABROAD HAVE A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF 
THESE POLICIES. THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ASKED TO 
ASSURE THAT ITS GUIDANCE TO OUR DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS ON THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S POLICIES REGARDING HUMAN RIGHTS IS MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THE UNIFIED COMMANDS AND TO US MILITARY PERSONNEL 
IN ATTACHE OR SECURITY ASSISTANCE OFFICES. SO THAT THEY WILL 
HAVE THE FULLEST POSSIBLE PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON THE ISSUE AS BACKGROUND IN THEIR 
WORK, AND FOR THEIR INTERCHANGES WITH HOST COUNTRY OFFICERS. 
END OF QUOTE. 

2. I HEARTILY ENDORSE THIS PROPOSAL. I HAVE ASKED THAT 
OUTGOING DEPARTMENT MESSAGES CONCERNING GENERAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICIES AND ISSUES BE COPIED TO ALL COMMANDS AND THAT 
MESSAGES DEALING WITH REGIONAL OR COUNTRY SPECIFIC HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST BE COPIED TO THE 
CONCERNED COMMANDERS. COUNTRY TEAMS ARE REQUESTED TO DO THE 
SAME. MOREOVER, CHIEFS OF MISSION ARE REQUESTED TO DISCUSS 
APPROPRIATE WAYS OF ASSURING THAT ALL MEMBERS OF COUNTRY 
TEAMS INCLUDING THE MILITARY COMPONENTS HAVE PROMPT ACCESS 
TO GENERAL POLICY PRONOUNCEMENTS AND DISCUSSIONS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES RELEVANT TO THEIR COUNTRIES AND REGIONS, 
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INCLUDING THOSE WHICH ARE RECEIVED THROUGH UNITED STATES 
INFORMATION AGENCY CHANNELS. ALL ELEMENTS OF THE COUNTRY 
TEAM SHOULD BE INFORMED ON HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY IN ORDER 
TO BE IN A POSITION TO RESPOND INTELLIGENTLY TO QUESTIONS 
ON THE SUBJECT AND TO SUPPORT US POLICY AS APPROPRIATE 
SUBJECT TO GUIDANCE FROM THE AMBASSADOR. ADDRESSEES 
SHOULD ALSO SHARE MESSAGES CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS 
PROBLEMS AND ISSUES IN THEIR COUNTRIES WITH NEIGHBORING 
POSTS AS APPROPRIATE. 

VANCE 
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